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By Mitch Gorski  

“Brrr,” it’s a frigid day in December and young Offin Boardman just came in from the icy storm. “Oh you must be freezing cold. Your nose is rosy red,” says Sarah as she sprints to Offin.
 “we are having roast chicken for supper?” “asks Go tell your father it’s time for supper.” 
“Father it’s time for supper” yells Offin. Mary and John shoved each other out of way to get to Offin and supper. “children comedown you are all getting supper,” says father now what are we having for supper inquires Mary. “Roast chicken replies Sarah”, “How come Offin all ways gets to pick?”  “Because he was helping Samuel with the pigs “Hey wherever is Samuel anyway?”  “Oh he is just assisting Rachel up in the attic.”  “Why?” “The sailors will be coming soon.”
  Knock, knock, knock, “mother I will get the door. Father, it is for you.”
       ==(Three years later.) == 
   “John, give me a hand over here.” It is the middle of July and OffIn Boardman and John Tappen are going to England. “We are three miles away.”  “Lower the anchor; pull down the sails, put down gang plank” yelled offin. With more commanding than he knew he had. 
“Good morning sir”. “Same to you” said Commander Philips said. 
“Do you have everything ready to go?” 
“Yes, here it is.” 
“Gosh, it is huge.” 
“How many cannon’s,”
 68 and it is all yours for all the goods you are bring back.
 I don’t know. I will throw in some muskets.
  When do I get the shallop?
 “Whenever you want it,”
 I will send the ship back with my first mate (conversation ends with Commander Philips).
 “John you take the old boat I will take the new one.”  
“Ok than; get the boat ready to sail, now.” As Offin was making his way back to Newbury,” 
John was heading to France to get more muskets.  “For the militia, John yells pull down the gangplank, men.”
 (Back at the farm), Sarah can you hand me the cloth I am all most done your new dress. Here it is, Sarah it is blue just like you wanted it.
 Knock, knock, knock oh it must be Dr. Jones for the wool. 
Mary goes get the door and invite him in. Good afternoon 
Dr. Jones, have you come for the wool? In fact I have, how did you know?
 Mother told me you were coming. Would you like tea or wine?
 Wine please madam, and then wine it is. 
My mother will be with you soon and what about your father? 
He will be back from England in a day. How long was he gone for? A couple weeks, he will be back soon (Mother enters) good afternoon Dr. Jones how is it you to come here. 
I think you know I came for the sheep’s wool. I just forgot you were coming today I thought it was after Offin got back. No, I said I could come a day earlier if it is easier for you. 
(The door opens and Mr. Boardman enters) father you are back, Offin is that you? Yes it is Sarah, I have been thinking of you the whole time I was away. Good afternoon Mr. Jones good to see you here. Are you here for the sheep’s wool?  (Mary’s first dairy entry)      



Dear Diary,
This is my first entry, I over heard mother and father talking they were speaking about buying a farm in Newburyport. I like it in Newbury but it could be nice for more land, mother and father are all was talking about getting more land. It was warm and I was in the field for a good part of the day, with my brother john and my older sister Francis. Offin was helping Samuel again; he always helps Samuel even when he could be doing something fun or helpful but he is all was helping Samuel, but he just talks to him.


Mary

“Mary it is time for bed, tell Offin and John”. Offin it is time for bed. “Who says” yelled Offin? “Mother”, now just go to sleep, before I tell mother.” “Okay tattle tail” Offin goes to bed very grumpy; John and Fancies are all ready in bed. 

Wake up it is time for breakfast. Okay, what are we having? 
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Why did you get me up so early? We need to talk to you and your sisters and brothers. Now go get them and tell them to come here in five minutes, or they are helping Samuel with the pigs.
 (Mary says under her breath) Offin will be here in ten minutes. I could hear that. 
Your mother and I have been thinking (that’s bad) “John”, sorry that we might buy a farm in Newburyport. 
(I knew it I think to myself) but why, I like our farm in Newbury I also like the name spencer price little farm. 
We need a bigger farm for all the animals and if we sell this farm than we can save a little money and buy the one in Newburyport. 
We are selling it in a few weeks and have the farm in about a month.
 Now go mike the cows and get the eggs from the chicken coop. 
Offin do you want the new farm? I do not know do you want it Mary? 
I do not know ether? 
I like this Farm.  But I think it might be good to get a bigger farm for the animals, they have so little space here. 
(Mary exits) Mother can I go see Fluffy (Fluffy is one of their sheep) Okay but be back in here before dinner. Hello fluffy, how is it going, you are so cute. “Bhaaa” said the sheep. Oh, are you cold. Why are you talking to the sheep ask John? I was not, I was talking to myself. I saw you whispering into the ships ear. SHUTUP I don’t care if you saw me talking to the sheep, at least I have fluffy. Now you give the sheep a name (scoffed John). I am going in. (Mary exits), mother John is being mean to me. (Mary starts crying) oh, Mary what did he do? He-He was making fun of me and fluffy. I will go talk to him; you can go upstairs with molly she is helping putting away the laundry. Okay, I will go with molly. Molly, what can I do, you can put away mother and father cloths, Okay.  (Mother goes to get John), John where are you? Over here mother, what do you want? Did something happen with Mary and you? Oh yah. She was being really dumb she was talking to the sheep. Does that give you a reason to make of your sister? I do not think so. Well you are right; now go give the pigs their food. Do not roll your eyes at me, now hurry up. (This is so unfair) thought John. All pigs do is lie around and eat why do they get all the food? The pigs are so lazy. So you are talking to the farm animals too. I was not Offin, stop being a jerk. Boys stop; go do something useful, or no dinner tonight. Okay, come on Offin. We have to sweep the bedchambers. Offin how long have we been working? I do not know mother and father have not gotten a clock. Boys it time for dinner. YAA yells John as he pushes Offin out of the way, then he runs down the hall and down the stairs and in to the kitchen. Now you must be exited for dinner.  Or why would you get here so fast if you were not. I am. What are we having for dinner? Chicken and corn…  Hello Offin, how are you terrible. Why Offin John pushed me and my head hurts. Did you push Offin into the wall John? Yes, he was in the way. Is that a reason to push Offin in to the wall? No father it was not. Than why did you push Offin in to the wall? I do not know, I will not do it again. Offin is such a tattle tale. He will not tattle on you if you do not do anything to him. Okay, but if I do not do anything, he will till on me. I will not. Will. Will not. Will to. Boys stop you are not to argue in this house. Now just eat your dinner like normal people do. What are we having for dinner? Chicken, some soup and bread, Thank you mother this is very good. Why-why thank you Offin, I think I will go up stairs I am felling ill. Why is mother ill Father? I do not know? She looked a little pale at dinner. I think she will be fine after a nice long rest. I can bring her tea it all was made me feel better.  I can put in extra sugar. Mary mother is sick more sugar will just make her sicker said John. What is the first thing you know about tea. Nothing, but I... see who even said you do not know.  I know sugar is bad for you. “Whatever she does not need to have sugar in her tea”. I was just pulling your leg I do not care if you put sugar in mother’s tea. Stop doing that it drives me crazy. Ha, ha, ha, ha. And that laugh I, I cannot stand that laugh. I know that is why I do it. Could you do something not mean for once? I do not know?  You cannot, I am going to give mother some tea like a good kid. You are not a good kid. I am better he yelled as he grabbed the tea from Mary and ran up to his mother’s cambers. Stop I made I get to give it to here. Not anymore, ha, ha, ha. Father John is being a mean. I was not I was giving mother some tea. That I made John than you stole it. “Did not.” Did too… kids stop we do not want too start arguing. But John keeps being mean too me. “John go up to your bed chamber, now”. I am going up to the bed camber. Do not talk to me like that. What did I say? It was your tone and do not talk back to me. That is my normal tone.  Just go to your bed camber. I am still hungry. Maybe you could 
Have been nicer to your siblings and you would get to have more dinner. I was they just made up things to get me in trouble. John the more you lie the more you get in trouble. Okay I was kind of mean to Mary and Offin. Kind of from what I heard you were being really mean to Offin and Mary. I was I will admit it I was mean, I am sorry. Good you have to say sorry to them not me. Now go say sorry. Offin I am sorry for what I said to you. Will you forgive me? I will John. Thank you Offin, I had a bad day. Now I am going to say sorry to Mary. Well you should go say sorry to her. Mary? I am in here what do you want? If you want to make fun of me do not come near me. I do not want to make fun of you. I came to say I am sorry for what I said today. Well then say it, I am guessing you will say something mean. I was not I really going to say sorry. Then do it. I am sorry I said the mean things to you today. Mary John is you up there? Yes, what do you want? Come do here we need to talk to you. Your father and I want talk to you. We are buying a farm. We are yes it is in Newbury. We can go see it if you want? Is that it? No it is three minutes from here. Mother it is big, it is even than our farm. This is our farm and yes it is big. But what are we going to do our old farm. We are going to sell it to this nice couple. I like our farm I do not want to sell it. The animals do not have a lot of room at our old farm they need more space and this was a perfect place for them and us. I know but I can still miss the farm. You can but you will have to get over it. “There are changes in life you just have to live with”. “I know mother”. Can we go check out the farm? Yes but not for long. Yes mother. John, Mary and Offin ran off to their new farm. Now the kids are out of the way what do you want to do? We still have Fancies and Christopher. Mother can I go with Offin? No you have to stay with Fancies father and me. “But why”? “I am a big boy” “You are a big boy but I just want you close to me. Hay John Mary. Over here I think I found something. What do you think it is? “I do not know” I think it is some kind of fossil. Let’s show mother and father. Race you to them. On your mark, get set, GO! John no fare you got a head start. I did not you are just mad because you are not in first. I am not I have to carry this big piece of rock. Mother we found a rock. Can I see it? Yes here it is. It is an old fossil it could be worth something. “I will take it to the shop tomorrow.” “Let’s go home back to our farm.”  “Mother I kind of like our new farm.”
THE END  
Dedication

To my loving parents because
They help me with everything. (
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