Life on the Farm
By Jordyn Guldenstern
 
One night after the children went to bed Hannah suggested to her father (Offin Boardman) who was living with her, “We need a servant! I have five children and don’t work as well as I used to around here!”   The Boardman family lived near the salt marsh and owned a farm. They also had a horse named Ginger.

In the Boardman’s family there were five children. Amos was a young boy who had jet black hair, lizard green eyes, and a little button nose. Amos was a mischievous child but could also be intelligent. Sarah was the oldest daughter and  had black hair, sky blue eyes that sparkled in the sun, and elephant ears. Offin was a farm boy who loved home and his family. He had dark brown hair, and scrawny little knees, lizard green eyes just like his little brother Amos, and small crooked teeth. Elizabeth was the second oldest and was very precise and neat about everything. She had soft blue eyes and short brown curls that overlapped her rosy cheeks. Finally, Judah was the oldest child.  He had a scar on one of his long, plump arms where Ginger bit him once. He was short and had broad shoulders. All of Hannah’s children called her father, Grandpappa.

The next day Mamma (Hannah), asked the children if they would want a servant in the house. Amos thought it was a grand idea, because he wouldn’t have to empty the chamber pots in the morning and evening. On the other hand, Jonah thought that having a servant was a horrid idea. “Why would you think that we need a servant?” he asked. “Because I need help around here and you children won’t do it!” exclaimed Hannah. For the rest of the day Jonah was in a horrible mood.

Three days later the Boardman’s hired Rachel, the new servant. “Life is busy at the Boardman’s parlor. There is always cleaning to do and taking care of the live stock is very difficult at times,” announced Rachel.

One night Hannah’s father went to visit Ginger in the barn, and he brought his pipe with him. “Hello Ginger!” said Grandpappa. He lay on a pile of straw, and a few minutes later he was asleep. His pipe fell out of his mouth and caught the dried hay on fire! Ginger’s reins were attached to her halter and knotted to the metal bars of her stall, so they wouldn’t come lose any time soon. Ginger was frightened of the fire and the smell of smoke. She started to rear and whinney.  It was 2:00 am and nobody was up, except Rachel. She heard the cries from Ginger at once and glanced out the window to see a big red burning barn! Grandpappa was awakened to a burning barn by the terrified horse!
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Just when he got out, Rachel ran in to save Ginger! She untied Gingers reins and ran out of the buring barn to see all the children and Hannah crying. “Thank you so much for saving her!” said Jonah.
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From that night on, Jonah had great respect for Rachel and admired her for her bravery. Rachel noticed their relationship had changed from that night. She knew how much Ginger meant to Jonah, and saving her meant everything to him.


A couple months passed and Rachel hadn’t come to tend to her duties. Then the family was told that Rachel had scarlet fever. Jonah was now very sad because their relationship was just getting a lot better. He visited Rachel every day until, 
July 8, 1802 Rachel had passed at 4 pm, while Jonah was with her. Soon after the Boardman’s arranged a funeral for Rachel. 
Jonah was very quiet and felt different without Rachel there every day.


A year later Jonah was old enough to be a silver smith and helped with the family. Sarah became a mother of two and named her children  Offin and Hannah. Amos was still helping out on the farm with his mother Hannah.  Sadly Grandpappa became ill and passed on
December 2, 1810. Elizabeth became the mother of three and her children’s names were Sukey, Sarah, and Offin. Finally, Offin became a black smith and helped make armor.


In the end the Boardman’s were all very happy!         
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Dedication    
To my loving sisters Jaedin, Bailey, and Bella. 
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