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Offin’s Farm

By Colin Murphy

Offin Boardman was on the farm.  It was a scorching day in New England; in fact, it was the hottest day recorded there. He was harvesting the crops. 
As he trudged back to the barn, he stopped to wipe the sweat off his forehead. When he reached the barn, he opened the latched door and saw his sheep from out the window and decided they needed shearing. He was looking for his shears to get the wool.  He looked all over the place but could not find them. He thought and thought. Bang! He remembered that last time he sheared the sheep he put them in the shed because it was closer to the sheep pen. 
Offin was exhausted so he took a break to drink some water. After he drank the water he started off to the shed. The day was getting hotter; it was now 97 degrees outside. He barely made the walk to the shed, but got his shears and carried them to the pen nearby. Offin slipped into the sheep’s pen before they could escape.  He started shearing away but he got bit in the middle of the process and had to stop because it sank in to his finger after a while. Offin healed and sheared the rest of the sheep then put the wool in a weaved basket to carry as he walked back to the main house. Offin gave the basket of wool to Sarah his newly wedded wife. She took the wool and started spinning it on the wheel. It was going great until it broke. SNAP! The spinning wheel collapsed all the wool fell apart and one of the legs broke. “OH NOOOO” said Sarah “Offin! Offin it broke!” offin dashed into the room swiftly “what’s wrong? Sarah are you okay? What was that sound? Outbursted Offin. He took a look around the room and then saw the spinner. Offin had a shocked face, through his eyes you could see he worried. Right after he saw it he hugged Sarah and brought her out. Offin called for their maid Rachel, to clean up all the chips of wood in the room. Now the wool was useless because it had a lot of wood chips in it. It was terrible all the wool we had for this month is gone this is terrible. Well the day wasn’t over offin still had to milk the cows, collect the eggs from the chicken, and water the garden. Offin was leaving the house to go back to the fields. He didn’t want to because it was too hot; he started by watering the plants in the garden. He wet them and then carried on. After he started his walk to the barn….again, to milk the cows. Once again he opened the latched door to the barn. He had to milk the cows one at a time, because it was hard. Once he milked the cows. Now it was time for hardest job. He walked to the chicken coop stopping twice to wipe the sweat off his fore head. Offin was at the coop for the last job of the day, but he wasn’t exited. In the coop the chickens bite and peck him. He was finally ready to go in. Offin put on his gloves and grabbed his basket. The second chicken offin went in for the 3, 2, and 1 now! Offin dashed into the coop and shut the fence door as fast as possible so that they couldn’t escape. He went to the first chicken he saw lifted it and like a lightning bolt he took the eggs. He got lucky that time because the chicken didn’t bite or same way…. it didn’t work the chicken fought and flapped it was like a propeller on a helicopter, offin struggled to pick up the chicken then grab the eggs. He ended up putting back the chicken. He went up to the next one. Not even a struggle picked ‘em up got the eggs and easily plopped them in to the basket. Now offin had two more, but they were the worst and meanest ones. Here we go offin went in for the chicken picked it up and the fight started the chicken didn’t like it and was pecking him nonstop. But offin had put on his gloves, so it kind of tickled. Offin picked up the chicken swooped in with his right hand and rolled them into the basket. Then placed the chicken back on to its nest and let it go. Now offin had to go back to the second chicken he tried to collect eggs from but couldn’t because it was too hard. So he went back and did it he got them. But his pinky was bleeding ‘I’ll live’ said offin. Offin not remembering that he’d have to take a long walk back to the house he started. It was now 90 degrease. Then tempeture went down as it got darker. By then time offin got back to the house it was pitch black he just caught Sarah drinking a cup of tea in bed he came in and gave her a kiss and hug as he called for Rachel to warm the bed with the bed warmer. Rachel came in and grabbed the bed warmer out of the fireplace she picked it up and walked it to the bed of placed it on the mattress. Ashe took it and circled it around the bed and batted it a little.  Next she took the bed warmer and warmed the pillows. Lastly she placed the sheets on the bed again and warmed those to. After Sarah thanked her and said that was enough offin and Sarah got back into bed. Offin waited for Sarah too goes to sleep then he would slip out of bed and write in his journal. As Sarah was now sleeping offin went downstairs to the closet and picked up his journal.

 Today I stayed home all day and worked on the farm. I collected the wheat and other crops, sheared the sheep, milked the cows, planted the garden, got the eggs from the chicken one of them gave me a bloody finger. Bet one frightening thing happened today. When Sarah was spinning the wool, the wheel fell on the ground and pieces of wood went all over the place. My legs ake from all the walking today I walked over five miles today.

Sincerely,

             Capt. Offin Boardman
Offin went back downstairs to the closet and put back his diary. He crept upstairs to bed. When he got in bed he fell right asleep. “Mmmmm good morning Sarah,” said offin at 5:30 in the morning. Offin stretched and got up. He went outside to check out the corn farm. Surprisingly it was all grown Offin ran back to the barn to get his wheel barely. He got to the corn farm and stared slashing the corn into the wheel barrel. It didn’t take long. Offin had to walk it back to the barn. Today was cool it was only 70 degrease. When offin got back to the farm and opened the latched door he throw the crop in the farm and his day was over he didn’t have to anything for the rest of the day because he did it yesterday! He had the rest of the day to rest and be with his family. He back to the house and surprised Sarah. She was excited to see him. “Offin what are you doing home already its only 8:00,” exclaimed Sarah. “Oh I didn’t have any work on the farm today,” said Offin. “Sorry to say offin but I was ready to go to the market and get a new spinning wheel,” “well I could go to the market with you and we can get a brand new spinning wheel,” offin suggested. “Shall we” said Sarah. Offin and Sarah got ready to walk to the market square, as they left Sarah noticed they needed more cinnamon so Sarah skipped back to the chamber to get more gold schillings. Now that they were ready to leave for real this time. They walked together to the market it was a two and a halve mile walk. But they would survive.  When they got there they saw Mr. Brown and Mrs. Brown. Sarah and offin walked up to the browns and were now talking to them. “hello how are you doing asked Sarah” top of the morning” said offin. “You too said Mr. Brown. “Hello Sarah how are you doing?”  “I’m fine.” Replied Mrs. Brown offin and Sarah went off in their own separate ways offin went to the craftsmen shop and Sarah went to the food market. Sarah got to the market and looked down the rows for the spices.  Cinnamon was the first spice in that section. She picked up 27ounces of it. Then she went up to pay for it. “That will be 5 gold schillings mam” said the clerk. Even though that was much too much Sarah gave the clerk 5 gold schillings. Now Sarah went back to the crafts men shop to see offin. When Sarah got into the shop offin was nearly over the counter in anger “YOU WANT 125 GOLD SCHILLINGS FOR THAT?” “WELL I ONT PAY THAT” blasted offin Boardman 
“What’s all the yelling here? “Asked the constable. “This man wants 125 gold schillings for a spinning wheel.” Then offin walked out of the shop Sarah was so embarrassed she ran out of the shop to catch up to offin she asked if he was okay he wouldn’t answer. She asked where was he going because offin went to the opposite way of the farm him replied Ipswich to get a spinning wheel. ”Offin you doesn’t have to do that. “I will do what I want to do” he said as he stormed off. After four hours of walking he was entering the Ipswich market he went into the crafts men shop and bought the first wheel he saw. He was now happy because it was only 50 golden schillings. “Thank you said offin” as he came out of the town it was no starting to become dark a four hour walk with a big wheel made out of oak wood. By the time offin got into the house Sarah was now sleeping. Offin went into he spinning room and setup Sarah’s station. Offin decided to write in his journal. He opened the closet and got his paper and pen. He wrote, 
           Dear journal,
Today was a mad day. I didn’t have anything on the farm to do today. So Sarah and I went to the town market and looked for a spinning wheel. There was a man that wanted 150 gold schillings for it. I went out of the shop and went to Ipswich. It bought one for 50 golden schillings. Then I walked back to home in the dark. After I set up the wheel.
An I swept the rest of the chips off of the floor and put the wool in a basket for Sarah.







Sincerely, 





Capt. Offin Boardman

Offin went upstairs and he slipped into bed with Sarah who was sleeping. He quickly fell asleep. 
THE NEXT MORNING
Offin got up at 5:30 got dressed and opened the door. Today was more farm work he had to plant the potatoes, sort out his tools, and shear the sheep.so offin went off and did his work. Sarah spun the wool and they went upstairs together to end the day. Sarah blew out the candle and they went to sleep.        

The end
Dedication
I dedicate this book to my mom Jody, because she has helped me with everything. She cooks for me dinner every night, does my laundry, cleans the house, mows the lawn, and everything else.
    




Love your son,







Colin  
About the Author
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I’m 11years old and my nickname is Murph I’m a second basemen on the athletics I also play defense for the Newburyport clippers in lacrosse. I like collecting baseball cards and playing X​-box. My favorite game is NHL14. My dream is to go to be a minute man at Umass amhurst then become a MLB player, thanks for reading.
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